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INTRODUCTION. 
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Palestine for the Jews? Is it possible, is it feasible ? 
Is it not the dream of impractical fanatics? Can Palestine 
ever be re-peopled? Can Jews, of all nations, re-people 
it? What will the Sultan and the Powers say? Why 
should not the Jews stop in happy, civilized Europe ? 


These are some of the questions which the title of this 
little book will at once raise in the mind of the reader, 
and which this little book attempts in a small way to 
answer. 


Eastern Europe is raising a Crusade against the Jews, 
and although there is, thank God, no Anti-Semitism in 
England, the baneful effect of this evil is making itself 
felt even here. Crowds of poor persecuted beings have 
found their way here, or are crossing over to America. 
Under ordinary conditions, these Jews would be a god-send 
to any young struggling country, lacking people, and 
moreover, people with brain and enterprise; but these 
Jews come over under altogether abnormal conditions. 
They have been so ground down by cruel laws, so oppressed 
by injustice, so deprived of all means of livelihood, that 
they cross over not only as paupers, but also with many 
of their better feelings stunted and warped, with traits of 
character peculiarly unlovely and, I venture to think, 
un-Jewish. Let no one suppose that these are the 
ordinary types of Jews. In many of these Refugees we 
see, not what Jews are, but what Russians and Roumanians 
have made them, and however generous England may 
desire to be, yet owing to the smallness of the country she 
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cannot admit any great numbers. But can Christian 
England stand by and do nothing? Shall they be driven 
away from all countries, and find no asylum anywhere? 
If the nations of Europe desire to get rid of these Jews, 
let them at least provide a home of refuge, whither the 
poor wanderers may “ flee away and be at rest.” England 
raised millions of money to emancipate the slaves. In 
many respects the Jews are in an even worse condition, 
for however hard the master might be, it was in his own 
interest to feed and clothe his slave—no such interest 
inspires Russia and Roumania to-day. Their one hope and 
desire apparently is to see the Jews perish. 


Can England do nothing? Yes, she can do much. 
She can suggest a Congress of the Powers to discuss and 
settle the Jewish Question in Europe. England has a 
right to say to Russia, as President Roosevelt only recently 
said, “If you wish to get rid of your Jews, then do so by 
all means; but you must not send them here. England is 
overcrowded already. Nor can you expect any other 
country to take your Refugees. Let us therefore find a 
home for them; and you, Russia, must help—as we all 
will help—to send them to that land.’ This surely is 
quite within the range of ordinary diplomacy? It 
presents no complications, no fear of strained relations— 
it isa philanthropic, a humanitarian scheme, quite outside 
the range of polemics. England made tremendous 
sacrifices for the poor slaves, but she has not suffered; on 
the contrary, God has marvellously blessed this country 
with such untold wealth and prosperity as to make her the 
envy of all nations. Let England take the initiative in 
emancipating the down-trodden Jews, and she will reap a 
reward equally great, if not greater. 


To myself, the attitude of the English Jew is an 
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enigma—a mystery. He is in the enjoyment of the most 
perfect freedom here; but this surely does not free him 
from the responsibility of helping his more needy brother 
abroad. If Zionism does not please him, let him devise 
some better scheme. .I admit, though, that Zionists them- 
selves are not a little to blame for this estrangement on the 
part of English Jews. They have substituted invective 
for argument, and abuse for persuasion; and this the 
English Jew naturally resents. However, here is a point 
which the writer would most earnestly press home to the 
hearts of all English Jews. You are loyal Englishmen, 
and, if proof were at all needed, the splendid Jewish con- 
tributions both of men and treasure in England’s recent 
struggle in South Africa amply prove it. No doubt there 
is a fear lurking in your heart that, by joining the Zionist 
movement, you may be suspected of want of loyalty 
towards brave, generous England. But is that so? When 
the Englishman goes and settles abroad, does he thereby 
prove his want of loyalty? On the contrary, he helps to 
extend Hngland’s influence and prestige; yes, and extend 
her dominions, too. 


Now, if English Jews stand aloof altogether from 
Zionism, what will the result be? The Jews will certainly 
return to Palestine, but entirely, under God, through the 
influence of French and German, Russian and Austrian 
Jews. The German Jews will naturally bring German 
influences to bear upon that country, the French Jews 
French influences, and so on—all but English influences 
will be represented there; and will not England be the 
sufferer? When railways will have to be built, or large 
engineering feats to be performed, would it be well for 
every country to be represented but England? Of course 
the reply to this may be: First make sure that the Jews 
will ever go back to Palestine! This the writer has tried 
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to prove in this little book, first of all from the condition 
of the Jews, which will need some settlement soon; then 
from the conditions of the country, all of which are’ most 
favourable, both in regard to extent and fertility. He 
then draws attention to the fact—a most vital one, too— 
that no Christian Power can possibly expect to hold 
Palestine; and finally an appeal to the “impregnable Rock 
of Holy Scripture,” showing that God’s honour demands a 
restoration. 


To Jew and Christian alike, Mordecai’s message to 
Queen Esther seems peculiarly applicable : — 


“Tf thou altogether holdest thy peace at this time, then 
shall there enlargement and deliverance arise to the Jews 
“from another place, and who knoweth whether thou art come 
“to the kingdom for such a time as this?”’ (Esther iv. 14). 





CuapPTer I. 


The Condition of Jews in Europe. 





The ‘Boxer’? movement in Europe.—Russian May Laws.— 
Roumania.—Austria and Dr. Lueger.—The Pope.—Dreyfus and 
France.—Alien Immigration. 





The world has advanced by leaps and bounds during 
the nineteenth century in every sphere and branch of life, 
it has nevertheless handed over to the twentieth century 
one legacy of a downgrade tendency, which practically 
puts the clock of history back to the darkest days of 
Medizvalism, and that is, Europe’s treatment of her Jews. 
The world was struck with amazement at the harmonious 
concert of the Powers in forcing China, against her will, 
to admit foreigners. The Boxers said, “We will have no 
foreigners in our land,” the Powers of Europe replied,“ You 
must, and we are prepared to fight for the principle of the 
thing.” Yet, while forcing the Asiatic Boxers to admit 
Kiuropeans as a matter of principle, Europe is very largely 
guilty herself of the very same practice in dealing with the 
Jews. The Anti-Semites are the “ Boxers” of Europe, 
and their cry is, “ Away with the Jews out of Europe.” 
If it is right, as a matter of principle, to force the hand 
of China to admit foreigners, then it must be wrong, as 
a matter of principle, to seek to exclude Jews from 
Kurope. _ This illogical attitude of the Powers will 
cause great wonder and amazement to the historian of the 
future. It is either inconsistency or selfishness, or both. 

In the year 1882 Russia started the ‘ Boxer move- 
ment” against the Jews with the issue of the famous 
‘ May laws,” which imply two codes of laws, one applying 
to Russians only, the other to Jews. The latter were to 
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be driven from the country into the large towns, and any 
local governor might apply any interpretation he desired, 
as to whether residing in a street on the outskirts of a 
town constituted a breach of this law or not. Then 
followed stricter laws; Jews were to live in future (with 
just some favoured exceptions) in a district of South- 
Western Russia, which was to be known as the “ Jewish 
Pale of Settlement.” The Ghetto principle was ito be 
revived; and there, to this day, Jews are obliged to live. 
No consideration was taken of the fact that many of them 
have lived for generations in other parts of the Russian 
Empire, the “ Pale” was their legal home, and there they 
were forced to gu. Hundreds of thousands of Jews 
crowded together within a small, strictly circumscribed 
area, having lost their means of livelihood, trying to start 
life over again in a district far too overcrowded—no 
wonder Professor Mandellstam designated their condi- 
tion in the most hopeless terms, “ A nation of starving 





ones,” “Physically the Jews consist of nothing but skin 
and bone,” ‘‘ They wander about with the air of hopeless, 
abject misery, without the smallest possible chance of 
extricating themselves from their appalling condition.” 
Quite apart from the economical confusion caused by 
hundreds of thousands of workers huddled together in 
a circumscribed area, for whom, beyond the smallest : a 
fraction, there can be no work, this condition of things 
violates the most elementary principles of humanity. 
Why then are these laws passed? Russia does not say 
in so many words, “‘ we want to get rid of the Jews,” but 
she makes their life so indescribably intolerable that 
emigration becomes their only panacea. It would be 


difficult to say how many Jews have already quitted 
Russia since the passing of the “ May laws;” some who 
ought to know estimate the numbers at about one million. 





9 


One million souls driven away from their homes through 
oppressive and cruel laws, not because there is no room for 
them—there is room enough in Russia for as many 
people as that vast empire possesses already—but simply 
because Russia adopted the policy of the “ Boxers.” 

And Roumania follows suit. She loves to ape 
Russia, and has about 350,000 Jews in her midst. It is 
true the very foundation of her existence as a state is 
based upon the principle of equality to all, without dis- 
tinction of race or creed. It is equally true that a Jew, 
Disraeli, helped to make Roumania an independent state, 
and thus saved her from the jaws of the Turk, and from a 
fate similar to that of the poor Armenians. Roumania 
has forgotten all. She is prompted neither by an 
honourable desire to fulfil an engagement, nor by 
gratitude for the priceless benefit of freedom which a Jew 
helped to give her. The “ Boxer” laws which Roumania 
has passed are, if anything, even more severe than those 
of Russia. No Jew is allowed to send his children to the 
National schools, though, of course, he pays the school 
tax. The doors of the University are closed to hin, 
nearly every profession is denied him, he cannot buy land, 
he is forbidden to follow most trades. He must serve in 
the army, but can never rise above a common soldier. 
What is left but to emigrate or die? Many thousands 
have emigrated, but many are too poor to leave. Europe 
had an opportunity of witnessing many hundreds: of 
Jewish refugees, who sought to free themselves from this 
hopeless misery by crossing the Continent of Europe on 
foot. Among the emigrants were a number of young 
women who had lost all means of subsistence by a law 
forbidding Jewesses from being employed in mills. Ina 
few days they found themselves in an altogether destitute 
condition, and the Austrian Government, through whose 
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country they were passing, very generously conveyed them 
back to the frontier in luggage trains and cattle trucks. 
At the frontier of Roumania, the land of their birth, they 
were welcomed with the bayonets of Roumanian soldiers, 
who informed them that they were not wanted ! 

And the same “ Boxer Movement” is spreading all 
over Austria, and although the Government is sufficiently 
tolerant, still Jew-baiting proceeds apparently quite 
unchecked. The present Lord Mayor of Vienna, Dr. 
Lueger, has reached his high position by his popularity 
with the Jew haters. He has used the most extravagant 
language against the Jews. He has stated publicly that 
killing a Jew should not be treated as murder, and the first 
magistrate of the Empire is taken at his word. The 
ignorant populace will frequently attack the Jews, set fire 
to their houses, destroy their furniture, pillage, rob, insult 
and. kill the Jewish inhabitants. There is many a 
fashionable watering-place where Jews are forbidden to 
take the waters, or use the baths after 6 a.m.; their 
presence could not be tolerated iby the highly refined and 
gentle Austrians ! 

The Dreyfus tragedy is still fresh in the memories of 
all, and it furnishes us with the best illustration of the 
feeling towards the Jews in France. And who would 
suppose that that courtly and polite nation would be 
guilty of language towards the Jews, which would almost 
shame a savage? One of the French papers started a 
subscription on behalf of the widow of the late Colonel 
Henri, to enable her to fight that hated Jew Reinach in 
the Law Courts. The generous donors, in sending their 
gifts were in the habit of expressing such pious wishes 
as,“ May all the Jews be burnt alive,” “ We pray daily 
for the extermination of the Jews.” There were other 
wishes which are too vile to put in print. 
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On the occasion of the Dreyfus Affair, Rome’s attitude 
was very suggestive. While the Press of the whole 
civilized world was loud in condemning France’s mis- 
carriage of justice, the Vatican organs upheld her decisions, 
thus giving the world a strange object-lesson as to what 
Jews might expect from Rome. 

And England, free and chivalrous England, always 
kind and gentle towards oppressed races, is now the only 
country where Jews are absolutely free. Without let or 
hindrance, they can settle anywhere, do what they please— 
they are hampered by no restrictions of any kind, social 
or political. It was with no vaunted pride that a London 
Paper could say, ‘‘ We in England are often accused of 
excessive pride in our power of place, our wealth, our 
freedom, and our advanced civilisation, but if we wanted 
an excuse for our pride, we need only point to our treat- 
ment of the Jewish race, as showing that alone among the 
Europeans we neither dread their industrial competition, 
nor are inspired by any fanatical dislike of their religious 
tenets or ethnological exclusiveness.” These are proud 
words, and up to the present, they have been true; but how 
do they harmonise with the Royal Commission on Alien 
Immigration? The subject being still sub judice, we have 
no right to discuss it. One could only wish that others had 
been equally reticent; but some seem very anxious that 
England, too, should join the European * Boxers,’ and are 
already condemning the Jews, regardless of the fact that 
we have heard so far but one side of the question. We 
cannot believe that England, the most advanced of all the 
nations of the earth, will pass any repressive measure, and 
by so doing, yield her proud position as the haven of the 
oppressed, the City of Refuge, the Temple, wherein are 
enshrined the gods of freedom and equality, justice and 
mercy. 

C 
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Cuapter II. 


The Palestine of To-day. 


Unique position.—The Everlasting Hastern Question.—Is the land 

fertile ?—Its population.—Numbers of Jews.—Jewish Colonies.— 

Colony Products.—Jerusalem to-day.—Palestine Railways.—‘‘ Crewe 
Junction ”’ of three Continents. 


Having briefly surveyed the condition of the Jews in 
Kurope, we have next to explore Palestine, and study the 
land, its capabilities, position and prospects. And first of 
all we draw attention to its position. Palestine is a narrow 
strip of land at the extreme east of the Mediterranean, and 
forms a bulwark, or junction between east and west, or 
Europe and Asia. It also forms the principal junction 
between north and south, 2.e., between Europe and Africa. 
Indeed, it occupies the most central position, and is 
therefore the key to three continents. Strategically, its 
possession by any Power would be of the very highest 
importance. Commercially, too, its position is unique, and 
history describes in glowing language the country in her 
palmier days, a scene of marvellous prosperity, teeming 
population, busy industry, smiling landscapes, great cities 
ornamented with gigantic temples and costly palaces, the 
broken remains of which fill the visitor to-day with almost 
speechless wonder. History also describes the produce of 
the land being shipped to many countries, fleets of vessels 
sailing to the most distant parts of the then-known earth, 
and bringing back the wealth of foreign lands to enrich and 
adorn her citizens. 
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And the nations of the earth know its importance ; 
and although Turkey is crumbling to pieces, and all nations 
are seized with the mania of land-grabbing, no one dares to 
touch Palestine. The great Ghoul of the Yildis may shock 
the civilized world with his fiendish atrocities, he may sign 


A protocols and break them the same day, yet no power 
| appears to be able to touch him. Let China kill a few 

Missionaries, and the fleets of many nations are sent at once 
j to punish; let Turkey slaughter and exterminate a 


Christian nation, with horrors infinitely worse than the 
Chinese were ever guilty of, and no power moves a finger 
to save the few survivors, or to punish the assassin. Why 
is Turkey spared and China punished? Because no Power 
or combination of Powers can touch him. They are far too 
jealous of one another. They are like dogs round the bone, 
all wanting it, yet none daring to take it. Such is the 
political importance of that country. ‘ 

And the land is fertile as of old. We must not judge 
of the fertility of the country by the account of the casual 
visitor, who after spending three or four days in Jerusalem, 
hurries back to England to write a book on the Holy Land. 
Sir Charles Warren, who spent some years in exploring 
Palestine, says, “‘ The soil is so rich, the climate. so varied, 
that ....a population of 15,000,000 may be accommodated 

- thei “When the country is taken in hand, each village 
will have as much work as it can get through, as the crops 
will continue to follow each other throughout the year.” 
“Tt is rich in corn, oil, wine, honey, sesame, figs, oranges, 
lemons, apricots, tobacco, cotton, castor-oil, lentils, sheep, 
goats, oxen, camels, horses and mules.” 

Colonel Conder, another great authority on Palestine, 
writes, “It is said that if fully cultivated, even after the 
native fashion, Palestine is capable of supporting ten times 
its present population.” “The richness of the soil is 

















SEPP RR li a nh a 
Fen OT ae SS “RE Sean ve _— Sarnia ms 








14 


attested in the plains by the beautiful crops of barley and 
wheat raised by merely scratching the ground with the 
light native plough, and the oil from the long olive groves 
on the low hills is said to be the purest in the world.” 
Lawrence Oliphant, who resided many years in the Holy 
Land, and lived on Mount Carmel, in looking down on the 
Plain of Jezreel, said, “It looks like a huge green lake of 
waving wheat, with its village-covered mounds rising from 
it like islands, and it presents one of the most pleasing 
pictures of luxuriant fertility which it is possible to 
conceive.” 

Yes, the land is intensely fertile, and can grow almost 
anything. 

And its Jewish population is increasing. There are 
now about 150,000 Jews. As their numbers did not exceed 
20,000 some twenty years ago, this increase is very note- 
worthy. A great many have, of course, come from the 
haunts of persecution. But not all; many hail from 
Persia and the heart of Turkestan, others from Arabia and 
India, many settlers are American or South African Jews, 
indeed, the expression used on the first Pentecost may be 
fitly applied to-day: “There are Jews dwelling at 
Jerusalem out of every nation under heaven.” Many 
belong to the artisan class, while some thousands have 
become farmers or farm-labourers. Some thirty-five 
Jewish colonies are now in existence in different parts of 
the country, some in a flourishing condition, while others 
are on the fair road to success. Nothing can be more 
striking than the change which these Jewish pioneers have 
effected. They have transformed many a wilderness into 
a garden, and covered desolate and neglected spots with 
fields of waving corn. They have planted millions of vines, 
olive trees, orange, citron, and almond trees. One colony 
in Galilee possesses 80,000 mulberry trees, and a steam 
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mill employs many Jewish girls in the manufacture of 
silk. Rischon-le-Zion, south of Jaffa, is the great wine- 
producing centre. The wines are shipped to most 
European countries, and are almost immediately sold out. 
Their sale is no sentimental one; their quality may be 


» gauged from the fact that Rischon-le-Zion wine succeeded 
in winning the gold medal at the 1900 Paris Exhibition, 
, while their medicinal qualities are testified by the fact that 
the same wines are exclusively used at the Pasteur 


Institute in Paris. 

All the towns, too, are growing. Jerusalem has long 
since ceased to be confined within its ancient walls; there 
is a new city outside the walls, and it covers more ground 
than the old city itself, and is quite Huropean.  Goed 
houses with tiled roofs, pretty villas and gardens,. fine 





public buildings, hospitals, schools, and good carriage roads 
are to be found everywhere. Jiven a water-supply has 
been added to the other improvements of the city. It is 
not large enough to supply the whole city, still it will 
relieve the anxiety of the poor, who had nothing better 
than dirty cisterns. As a result sickness and disease are 
considerably on the decrease. Other towns, such as Jaffa 
Haifa and Beyrout, are growing in proportion. 
Three railways are now in working order. One from 
7 Jafia to Jerusalem, another from Beyrout to Damascus, 
and a third from Damascus to El Mazerib, a small place in 
the heart of ancient Bashan, the granary of the country. 
These three are in the hands of French Companies. A 
fourth is being rapidly built by the Turkish Government 
from Damascus to Mecca. It runs east of the Jordan, and 
follows the great pilgrim route to Mecca. The building of 
another line was commenced by an English Company from 
Haifa via Nazareth and the Jordan to Damascus, but 
beyond a fine stone bridge across the Kishon and a few 
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miles of the permanent way, gradually disappearing to 
make hoes and spades for the Bedouins, the unfinished line 
remains a sad monument of the want of interest on the 
part of England in the Holy Land. 

Railways are one of the greatest needs of the country 
—even greater than harbours at Jaffa or elsewhere. The 
principal outlet of Palestine has existed ever since the 
Suez Canal was made; we are only waiting for the line 
which is to connect Port Said with Syria. Port Said is the 
harbour of Palestine, and it puts us into touch with the 
whole world. And the produce is only waiting for better 
means of communication. Watch the slow, placid tread 
of the camel, the ship of the desert, carrying at present the 
produce of the interior to the coast; the journey will 
occupy from five to seven days—by the iron horse it 
occupies as many hours, and reduces the cost by about 
300 per cent. 

But after all, these railways will in time be mere 
branch lines. The two most important lines have yet to 
be made. One will be a trunk line starting at Scutari, 
opposite Constantinople, and going through Asia Minor 
and Syria, will join the Egyptian lines at Port Said or 
Ishmailiyeh, thus connecting Europe with Africa by rail. 
The second will be a trunk line starting at some point on 
the Mediterranean—Beyrout or the Carmel Bay—and cut ! 
right across the Euphrates and Persia to India and 
China. When these have become accomplished facts, the 
traveller from England will take train at Calais for 
Constantinople, cross the narrow strait, and start once 
more by train via Syria to Lgypt, Khartoum, and right 
down to the Cape (supposing the “ Cape to Cairo” Railway 
to have been built); or, again, he will be able to cross the 
whole continent of Asia. It seems almost too wonderful, 
yet when we remember the gigantic lines already in 
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existence crossing great continents, such as the American 
or the Siberian railways, and the tremendous increase of 
the travelling public both for business and pleasure—how 
men literally ‘run to and fro,” it ceases to be a matter of 
surprise—we feel these railways are becoming a necessity. 
Men desire more than ever to reach even the most remote 
parts of the earth in the shortest possible time, and to avoid 
the sea. They will, when these lines are ready, leave 
London for Shanghai, Hong Kong, Cape Town, or any 
other point in the extremes of Asia or Africa, and the only 
sea passage will be the Straits of Dover and the Bosphorus ! 
And these great trunk lines of three great continents will 
converge and focus in Palestine, making it a great 
emporium of trade between east and west, north and south! 

Some Jews have objected to the return to Palestine on 
the ground that they could only expect to be a “fourteenth- 
rate State,” and they object to this. (But what are they 
now?!) We have only to consider the commercial instincts 
of the Jewish race, the fertility of the soil of Palestine— 
the land which the Lord careth for, its central position as 
one of the markets of the world, and the Jews settled there, 
untrammelled by oppressive laws, to realise that, though 
the country may never produce great armies and mighty 
fleets, it will excel in the arts of peace and commerce, 
trade and industry. 

The conditions of to-day seem already to foreshadow 
in a small degree the unbounded prosperity, the endless 
possibilities, the glorious inheritance of that Land and 
People. What is there preventing all this from taking 
place even now? Our next chapter will show. 











Cuaprer IIT. 


‘The Turks. 





What brought the Turk to Palestine.—A little Turkish History.— 
Turkish government.—How Governors are appointed.—The Fellaheen. 
—Tax-gatherers. 





In the year 1224 Solyman Shah had to flee from 
Khorasan with about 50,000 Tartar followers, and moved 
westward into Asia Minor. At his death his followers 
were dispersed all over Asia Minor, Armenia and Syria, 
but about 400 families remained subject to the Sultan 
of Konieh in Asia Minor. From these 400 grew up the 
Turkish Empire, the most rotten, cruel, debased, under the 
sun, the scourge of Europe, the curse of Christendom, the 
puzzle of diplomatists, the “ gentiles ” who were to “ tread 
down” the land of Israel. 

The history of the Turkish Kmpire from first to last 
is steeped in blood. The life of most of its Sultans is a 
record of lust and bloodshed, cruelty and rapine; and 
one is not surprised to learn that very few of them were 
allowed to die a natural death. The majority came to 
an untimely end. Of the thirty-seven Sultans who have 
reigned since Othman, several were strangled, some were 


poisoned, or stabbed or deposed. It seemed quite a com- 


mon occurrence at one time for the Sultan upon ascending 
the throne, to slay all his brothers and relatives, not even 
sparing their wives. Thus, Murad III. commenced his 
reign by slaughtering his five brothers, Mohamed III. 
strangled all his brothers, and then drowned his father’s 
wives. Murad IV., called the Turkish Nero, caused the 
death of over 100,000 innocent victims. Cruelty, blood- 
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shed, lust have always been the accompaniments of 
Turkish rule, and the Tartar blood is still in the race. 
And that race rules Palestine. 

It should be remembered that the Turks conquered - 
many countries but never colonised them. They main- 
tained their supremacy by officials and soldiers, whose 
sole object seems to be to suppress any spirit of rebellion, 
collect the taxes, and to raise the necessary number of 
soldiers. As for “ governing” in an English sense, by 
improving the country, that never enters their brain. 
They do absolutely nothing to improve the country. Any 
improvements in the land are the result of European 
initiative or influence. The Tartar himself cares for none 
of these things. Having conquered the land, he is quite 
content to settle down to a life of indolence and 
self-indulgence. 

All government appointments are made at Constan- 
tinople, and every post has its marketable value. <A 
governor, having out-bidden all other competitors for 
a certain post, and arrived at his destination, has just 
one object in life, and that is, to recoup himself as 
speedily as possible, and with unlimited interest. He 
cannot tell how soon he may be recalled, through the 
intrigues of his rivals or the caprice of his royal master. 
His one object in life is to make as much as he can out 
of his post. Under him are subordinate officials, who 
have also obtained their appointments in the same way. 
They too must rob and fleece. 

Then the majority of taxes are farmed to financiers 
and speculators. How unjust and cruel this is can hardly 
be realised by those who live in lands where laws are just 


and equitable. Let the reader conceive for a moment 


a speculator paying a large sum of money, for the year’s 
taxes in Palestine. He has to collect them, and we may 
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be sure his object is to get as much as he can out of the 
people. If he overcharges, the people have no redress, 
he can command State aid in any of his acts of robbery 
and spoliation. 

And everything is taxed, land, houses, produce, even 
the trees. A very large part of the country is crown- 
land, it is the absolute property of the Sultan. Very few 
farmers own their land. They are the Sultan’s tenants. 
They pay no rent, but he claims a large percentage, 
ranging from one-half to two-thirds of the produce. <A 
farmer cannot remove his produce from the field until the 
tax-gatherer has been round to assess it. It therefore lies 
in his field, often for weeks, a prey to the Bedouin or the 
birds. When the tax-gatherer arrives, he neither weighs 
nor measures the produce, he merely guesses its supposed 
quantity, and demands his share in the Sultan’s name, 
either in kind or money. And here is where the poor 
farmer is made to suffer. ‘He has probably been to a 
money-lender’s for money to purchase seed, on the 
understanding that he receives a certain percentage con- 
sisting of about one-half of the produce, after the tax- 
gatherer has been satisfied. The result is that the farmer 
is in a chronic state of poverty. His implements are of 
the very poorest and most primitive kind, and his ideas 
of farming are in keeping with his implements. If the 
year has been an exceptionally bad one, he must cut down 
some of his trees, to avoid further taxation, while he sells 
the wood to enable him to satisfy the claims of his 
rapacious creditors. Has the year been an exceptionally 
good one, he still gains nothing, as the tax-gatherer 
assesses the produce at a fabulous sum, and demands more 
than ever, while a good vintage so reduces the price of 
grapes, that it does not even pay to take them to the 
nearest market for sale. They are allowed to rot in the 
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field. A farmer assured the writer that a very good year 
has proved a calamity to many a man. 

The farmers or Fellaheen, as they are called, are 
Arabs, not Turks. They are a conquered race, probably 
descendants of the Canaanitish nations, and are groaning 
under their cruel oppressors. They detest the Turkish 
government, which they would most gladly exchange for 
any other. 

Every male Moslem must serve in the army. They 
are supposed to receive some payment, but they seldom do. 
Salaries and wages of both officers and men are always 
in arrears, and when a sum is sent from head quarters 
to pay part of their wages, the money has to percolate 
through so many officials, all of whom help themselves to 
what they consider their lawful plunder, that by the time 
it has reached its destination, it has dwindled away to 
nothing. A short time ago a Turkish transport arrived 
at Jaffa with some hundreds of discharged troops. But 
having received no pay for years, they refused to leave 
the ship until they had been paid. In vain the officers 
assured them that their “ pay” was waiting for them at 
the government offices at Jaffa, they prefered to receive 
their pay on board. ‘The officials tried to force them into 
the boats, a scuffle ensued, which became a murderous 
fight, in which swords and guns were freely used. 
Several men were killed and thrown overboard to the 
sharks. The transport then left for Beyrout, where an 
appeal was made to the Governor-General, but without 
result. Again they arrived at Jaffa, and after repeated 
efforts they were at length induced to land. And to their 
disappointment, there was no money for them. They 
threatened to plunder Jaffa, and the European consuls, 
fearing not only a riot, but a general massacre of the 
Christians, had to appeal to the governor to remove ag 
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speedily as possible this dangerous element. They were 
isolated in small groups and conveyed to their respective 
homes. Under the circumstances, soldiers would almost 
starve unless they could help themselves in some way. 
And this they do by a species of black-mail levied on all 
the produce brought into the town or village. They help 
themselves freely. 

Then all trade and business is hampered by a most 
capricious and unaccountable variety in the rate of 
exchange. Thus a piece of money which should be worth 
5s., because it is so marked, is only worth 2s. 6d. in 
Jerusalem, perhaps 3s. in Jaffa, and probably 6s. in 
Damascus. One never knows, too, how soon it may 
change again. And there seems practically no money in 
the country. Small coins for change it is almost impos- 
sible to get. Consequently the coinage of nearly all 
European countries is to be found in the country. While 
travelling recently in the Holy Land, the writer had to 
buy a quantity of small Turkish money. Turkey is in a 
bankrupt state. 

This brief description of misrule and mis-government 
will explain why Palestine is still in so backward a con- 
dition. As long as the Turk remains master of the land, 
so long will there be no improvement. Given a proper 
and stable government, and a people of more progressive 
ways than the fellaheen, and the land will rise in value 
and importance beyond the dreams of the most sanguine. 
Will this ever be? Numbers of Christians believe in the 
awakening of that slumbering land, and that its dawn 
after a long, dreary night of centuries is fast approaching. 


But why should we suppose that the Jews only are 
likely to revolutionize that country? May not the 
saviour of that land be a European, a Christian power? 
The writer thinks not and for the following reasons. 








Cuaprer IV. 


When Greek meets Latin. 


Rivalry of Greek and Latin.—Their feuds.—Friendship of Russia and 
France but superficial—No Christian power can hold Palestine.— 
When the ‘Sick Man” dies, who will get it? 


One of the most disgraceful and shameful things in 
the Holy Land is the enmity and hatred which rival 
Christian sects and Churches manifest towards one another. 
But the two bitterest rivals are the Greek and Roman 
Churches. Their feud is of ancient date, and centres in 
the Holy Land, where they each claim certain sacred sites 
or privileges, and their disputes often lead to bloodghed. 
Other sects and churches, such as the Armenians and Copts 
,and Syrians, also demand certain rights, and as their rival 
claims can never be satisfactorily settled, ithere are endless 
causes of strife. It must also be remembered that these 
feuds are not only of passing or local moment—they often 
touch the heart strings of European politics. How 
dangerous to the peace of Europe are these disputes in 
reference to the Sacred Sites may be gauged from the fact 
that a dispute in reference to the possession of the key to 
the Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem, which both 
Greeks and Latins claimed, led ultimately to the Crimean 
war, with its loss of thousands of precious lives, not to 
speak of millions of money. 

France has always claimed to be the protector of 
Roman Catholic interests in the Holy Land, while Russia 
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claims the right of protecting all members of the Orthodox 
Greek Church. In any dispute, therefore, arising in the 
Holy Land, these two Powers are bound to be in conflict 
with one another. Politically, before the eyes of the world, 
France and Russia may appear even as David and 
Jonathan, but religiously a great gulf divides them. 
Those who would gauge the real, not the artificial, attitude 
of these two Powers towards each other, should study them, 
neither in Paris nor in St. Petersburg, but in Jerusalem. 
There Greek and Latin meet in their true light, and the 
spectacle of two Christian Churches, always at daggers 
drawn, and requiring the constant and most vigilant 
attention of Turkish soldiers, is not very edifying. Who 
has not resented the intrusion of Turkish soldiers, with 
drawn bayonets, within the precincts of the Church of the 
Holy Sepulchre during the great Christian festivals? Yet 
their presence is necessary if the Church is not to be 
desecrated by Christians murdering Christians. 

And herein lies the great drawback to any Christian 
Power occupying and ruling Palestine. Every Power 
wishes to possess Palestine, therefore no Power will allow 
any other one to do so. Should the “Sick Man” die, the 
settlement of Palestine will present the most insur- 
mountable difficulties. Should Russia seek to secure it, 
then all the Roman Catholic nations of the world would 
rise to prevent it. Should France or Austria desire it, then 
Russia and all the members of the Orthodox Church would 
seek to prevent it; but should a Protestant country present 
any claims, the results would be even more disastrous, as 
Greek and Latin would unite to oust the intruder. It will 
thus be seen that Christians themselves will stand in the 
way of any Christian ruler in Palestine; to whom then can 
it be given? We can point to one nation only, and that is 
the Jewish. 





Re 


te 


= 


~OE 


25 i 


Then again, as we watch the spread of Anti-Semitism 
in Kurope, we are conscious of a strange powerlessness on 
the part of Governments and Emperors to stem the evil. 
Most countries now possess a ‘* Jewish Question,” which 
will demand a settlement before long, both in the interests 
of these countries themselves, as well as on the grounds of 
humanity. A humane King or Emperor, seeing his 
country plunged in a bitter crusade against his Jewish 
subjects, and finding himself powerless to suppress the 
overpowering hate of his Christian subjects, will gladly 
avail himself of the only solution presenting itself to him 
—he will encourage the Jews to quit his dominions. A 
time will come, perhaps very soon, too, when Turkey dies 
and Palestine will be masterless, while the Jews will be 
homeless. The near future will present to the eyes of the 
world two things, a country without a people, and a people 
without a country. And the consequence? They will be 
united. The rivalry of Greek and Latin will only tend to 
make the solution of the Jewish Question all the easier, 
and that will be—Palestine for the Jews, their restoration 
to their ancient heritage. 
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CHAPTER V. 


Will cine Jews be satisfied with Palestine? 


Jewish love for Palestine.—Zionism.—The hour and the man.— 
Attitude of English Jews.—Israel’s Mission.—The Chief Rabbi and 
Mr. O. J. Simon. 


“This vear in captivity, next year in Jerusalem.” 
Such has been the prayer of Jews throughout the world for 
over 1,800 years. The belief in a restoration to Palestine 
has always been part of the Jewish Creed. It finds 
expression in their daily prayers, it re-echoes in their songs 
and poetry, it saturates their literature—it is the fondest 
dream and hope of Israel. The child is taught to revere 
its name as soon as he has learnt to lisp, and the old man 
wends his way thither, so that his weary bones may repose 
in its soil. To Jews it is indeed “The Land,” for to him 
the world contains two lands only; one he calls “ The 
Land,” and the otker he calls ‘‘ Outside the Land.” 

There is something intensely pathetic in this yearning 
for Zion. After centuries of disappointment, and genera- 
tions who have lived and loved and hoped and passed away 
without the realisation of their fondest dream, Israel still 
hopes, still prays. “Oh gather our dispersions from 
among the nations, and assemble our outcasts from the 
extremities of the earth, conduct us unto Zion, Thy city, * 








with joyful song, and unto Jerusalem, the residence of the 
holy temple, with everlasting joy.” “O that our eyes may 
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behold Thy return to Zion with mercy; and there we will 
serve Thee in reverence as in ancient days.” “Oh most 
merciful Father! may it please Thee to deal kindly with 
Zion ; O rebuild the walls of Jerusalem.” 

During the solemn Passover service the Jew prays, “O 
rebuild Thy holy city, Jerusalem, in our days, and lead us 
up thereto, and cause us to rejoice therein.” ‘These are 
some of the agonised cries which echo from the scattered 
sons of Zion. 

When living in the “ Outside Land,” and strangers 





are friendly, the love for Zion may wane for a time, they 
may even say, as the Jews are reported to have said to the 
great Napoleon, when he offered to hand over Palestine to 
them, ‘‘ France is our Palestine, Paris is our Jerusalem,” 
let but the torrent of persecution sweep over them, and the 
yearning after the old home revives. 





As this love of Zionism is practically undying, and has 
Y outlasted these centuries, it is obvious that no settlement 
of the Jewish question outside Palestine can ever be looked 

upon as final. 
Baron Hirsch—to take but one noble example-—may in 
the generosity of his heart spend millions in transplanting 
| . Jewish refugees in Argentina, he may give them 
instructors to teach them; horses, fields, implements, and 

j everything a farmer may need; yet let them hear of a 

movement in favour of “ Palestine for the Jews,” and they 

at once send their delegates to attend the Zionist Congress 

- at Bale, thus implying that even they do not consider their 

settlement in South America as final. 

Zionism is perhaps the best proof we have that nothing 
short of Palestine will ever satisfy the Jews. Some few 
years ago, the expression was still unknown. Then Dr. 

| Herzl, an eminent author and journalist in Vienna, startled 

( the Jewish world by a proposal to settle the Jewish 
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Question once and for all by founding a Jewish State in 
Palestine. It was not to be done in any underhand or 
clandestine way—they were boldly to approach the Sultan 
and the Powers with their proposition—a legally secured 
home for Jews in Palestine. He next issued a general 
invitation to all Jews willing to co-operate to meet him in 
Bale—this was the origin of the Zionist Congress. The 
idea took the Jews by storm—it just expressed the yearning 
desire of centuries. The movement has gained in strength 
and numbers, and each year is marked by fresh progress 
and consolidation. Twice already has Dr. Herzl approached 
the Sultan with his proposal for a charter to enable the 
Jews to settle in Palestine—so far without success—from 
which we must infer that the Sultan is bargaining for a 
larger sum of money than the Zionists are disposed to give. 
This need not cause any surprise. Moses had to approach 
Pharaoh over a dozen times before the African despot was 
willing to yield: the Sultan may yield earlier in the day. 

Many hundreds of thousands of Jews in every part of 
the world have joined the movement. It flourishes not 
only in Russia and Roumania, but also in America and 
South Africa, Australia and India, England and Canada. 
There are Zionist newspapers, and even those Jewish 
papers opposed to the movement still find it necessary to 
give their readers all the Zionist news of the day. 

Tt has been said that the English Jews are not in 
favour of Zionism. The Chief Rabbi, Dr. Adler, at a 
meeting, called it “ an egregious blunder.” He further 
said, “ The idea of establishing a Jewish State in Palestine 
is absolutely mischievous, contrary to Jewish principles, 
the teaching of the Prophets, and the traditions of Judaism, 
a movement which might lead men to think that the Jews 
are not fired with ardent loyalty for the country in which 
it is their lot to be placed.” 
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Not a few of the Rabbis of England have also ex- 
pressed their disapproval of the Zionist movement. The 
greatest and cleverest champion of the Anti-Zionists is 
Mr. Oswald John Simon, who in a forcible article in the 
“ Nineteenth Century,” summed up all that could be said 
against the movement. He thinks it would be humili- 
ating for them to settle in Palestine under the suzerainty 
of the Sultan and by the grace of the Powers. He prefers 
that Jews should remain scattered, and fight for their 
natural human rights to the bitter end. He also thinks 
their spiritual influence in the world would be frustrated 
by being isolated in a small country, which, moreover, 
he believes is too small to hold all the Jews of the world. 

This practically sums up all that has been and can be 
said against Zionism. A careful examination, however, 
soon disposes of them all. How can the Chief Rabbi say 
that Zionism is “contrary to Jewish principles and the 
traditions of Judaism,” when, as we have seen, their 
traditions and prayers are saturated with the doctrine of 
a final Restoration? Then as for Mr. O. J. Simons, it 
seems rather ungracious of him, living as he does in free 
and happy England, to recommend his less fortunate 
countrymen in Russia and Roumania to go on fighting 
“+o the bitter end.” So far, “the bitter end” has been to 
these unfortunate people starvation, ruin and death. Why 
does Mr. Simon not imitate his eminent countryman, 
Nehemiah, and leave his comfortable home, and share 
the sorrow and anguish of his persecuted brethren, and 
then see if this is the policy he would recommend? Any 
recommendations “to fight to the bitter end,’ hailing 
from the home of persecution, would deserve consider- 
ation, but coming from the country where Jews are 
happiest and freest, they hardly deserve to be taken 
seriously. 
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Again, that the spiritual influence in the world 
would be frustrated by a Restoration, contradicts the 
whole history of the past. Every spiritual force and 
blessing for which the world is indebted to the Jew, 
originated in the Holy Land. The “ Law has gone forth 
from Zion, and the Word of the Lord from Jerusalem.” 
On the other hand, while Jews of the Diaspora have given 
the world many a great musician and thinker, poet and 
politician, their moral influence, as Jews, during the past 
centuries, has been practically nl. No great spiritual 
movement of any kind, have they initiated, as Jews, 
outside Palestine. Mr. Simon may say with very natural 
pride, and self-consciousness that their aim is “to 
preserve in the world the consciousness of a certain 
defined monotheism, not quite the same as that taught by 
Christianity,” also that this was to be done by means 
of this very dispersion; they were to be witnesses of this 
truth not in one corner of the earth only, but throughout 
the globe. A grand and noble idea, but Jews have had 
their chances of carrying it into effect these last 1800 
years; have they succeeded in winning over any nation 
of idolators, or have they influenced any appreciable 
number of individuals to this doctrine of a certain defined 
monotheism? Our reply, to be fair and just, must be 
“no” and “yes.” “No,” because Jews, as Jews, have 
not fulfilled this vaunted Mission; “ Yes,’ because the 
Jew, the Man of Galilee, with His humble followers, 
starting, however, from Jerusalem, annihilated idolatry in 
Imperial Rome and intellectual Greece, barbarous Gallia, 
and savage Germania, wherever the messengers of the 
Jew, Jesus, penetrated, and still penetrate, there idolatry 
is utterly ‘abolished, there pure monotheism prevails. 
Thus, while admitting the principle, that Israel has a 
Mission, yet this Mission is so wedded with the occupation 
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of that Land, that, once separated from it, Jews have lost 
the power to fulfil it. 

We appear to have somewhat wandered from the 
subject, and yet these are questions which have to be 
considered, for Zionism is not only a political mogvement, 
but is connected, as we shall presently see, with gigantic 
religious and spiritual problems, which are destined to 
shake the world. 

Some have argued that Zionism is doomed to failure 
because many English Jews are either openly inimical 
or listlessly indifferent. However, in a great movement 
affecting millions of souls, the attitude of some ten or 
twenty thousand is not of any moment. There is no 
Jewish Question in. England, let the English Jews con- 
tinue to enjoy their ease and comfort. Some millions of 
their less fortunate brethren are now wide awake to the 
fact that their condition in Europe is so utterly hopeless, 
while any efforts made for their amelioration in foreign 
lands are mere temporary make-shifts, that they have at 


last decided to risk their hopes, their prospects, their all, 
in a final settlement in the Land of their Ancestors. Will 
the prayers of centuries, the undying hope of generations, 
the agonizing desire of a nation, remain unanswered, 
unrealised ? 
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Cuarter VI. 


Jewish Prophecies and their fulfilment. 


Jewish history is perfectly unique in that it was all 
written in advance. Men may profess to disbelieve in the 
miracle of prophesy; the fact remains, all prophecies 
relating to the Jewish nation have been, or are being, 
fulfilled. 

Nor were the prophecies expressed in such vague and 
mystified language that they would fit into any event; on 
the contrary, they are precise and definite to a degree. 
Now, if prophecies relating to the past and present have 
been fulfilled, then we have the strongest guarantee of the 
fulfilment of other prophecies relating to the future. 
There is more than a presumption, there is moral certainty. 
Their fulfilment in the past warrants us in belief in the 
fulfilment of those which are still future. 

It is, therefore, well for us to study some of the 
prophecies dealing with the past and present, and seeing 
how they have been fulfilled. 

The downfall of the Jewish race and country was 
minutely described some 1,500 years before it became a 
matter of history. In Deut. 28, 49-58, we are told, “ The 
Lord shall bring a nation against thee from far, from the 
end of the earth, as the eagle flieth; a nation whose tongue 
thou shalt not understand; a nation of fierce countenance, 
which shall not regard the person of the old, nor shew 
favour to the young; and he shall eat the fruit of thy 
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cattle, and the fruit of thy ground, until thou be destroyed ; 
which also shall not bear thee corn, wine, or oil, the in- 
crease of thy kine, or the young of thy flock, until he have 
caused thee to perish. And he shall besiege thee in all thy 
gates, until thy high and fenced walls come down, wherein 
thou trustedst, and he shall besiege thee in all thy gates 
throughout all thy land, which the Lord thy God hath 
given thee. And thou shalt eat the fruit of thine own 
body, the flesh of thy sons and of thy daughters, which the 
Lord thy God hath given thee; in the siege and in the 
straightness, wherewith thine enemies shall straighten 
thee,” &e. 

In these words Moses gives us a description of the 
siege of Jerusalem by the Roman army, and a reference to 
Josephus shows how minutely it has been fulfilled. 

In his “Wars” (Book 8, ch. 6) we are told that 
Vespasian in Galilee “showed his army to the enemy, in 
order to affright them... .. This sight of the General 
brought many to repent of their revolt, and put them all in 
consternation.” How well this fits in with the description 
of Moses “ A nation of fierce countenance.” The famine 
and terrible distress are graphically described in Josephus,* 
who relates how Mary of Bethezob killed and cooked her 
own child.t 

2. When they had been conquered by their enemies, 
we are told that the land was to be wasted and the people 
scattered. “And you will I scatter among the nations, 
and I will draw out a sword after you; and your land shall 
be a desolation, and your cities shall be a waste. Then 
shall the land enjoy her sabbaths, as long as it lieth 
desolate, and ye be in your enemies’ land.” (Levit. 26, 33, 


34). 








* Josephus’ Works, Book 5, ch, 12, + Ibid, Book 6, ch. 3, 
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One of the most striking impressions of all who visit 
the Holy Land is the sense of desolation and ruin; and the 
Jews have certainly been scattered, and are found chiefly 
“in their enemies’ land.” 

3. Then their condition in those lands is minutely 
described. They were to be oppressed. “Thou shalt be 
only oppressed and spoiled alway.” (Deut. 28, 29.) No 
more appropriate or correct title could be chosen for a 
History of the Jews during the past 1,800 years— 
“Oppressed and Spoiled.” It forms the sum and substance 
of Israel’s history. A. few typical instances may help to 
illustrate this. At the destruction of Jerusalem, about 
one and a half millions lost. their lives, while tens! of 
thousands were sold into slavery. Dean Milman, in com- 
mencing the history of this period, says: “We have to 
trace a despised and obscure race in almost every region of 
the world.” Half a million of Jews fell at Bither about 
seventy years later. In Mahomed’s day countless numbers 
were slain in Arabia, others sold as slaves, and all their 
goods plundered. In Europe they were under the personal 
‘ protection” of kings and emperors, which meant that 
those great potentates reserved to themselves the right of 
bleeding their unfortunate protegées to their hearts’ con- 
tent. The horrors and tortures they suffered in Spain and 
Portugal has often been told. The Crusaders slaughtered 
and pillaged the Jews whenever they came across them 
during their marches. ‘Everywhere the tracks of the 
Crusaders were deeply marked with Jewish blood.” 
France frequently annulled the debts owing to the Jews, 
a very convenient process to the Christian debtor. At one 
time a law was passed that no Christian who killed a Jew 
was to be informed against. The holy Louis invented 
the Rouelle, a garment of scorn and shame which all Jews 
and Jewesses were to wear, In Languedoc the pious clergy 
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published an excommunication against all who should 

furnish the Jews with fire, water, bread or wine. The 

Blood Accusation was always a popular one. A historian 

shrewdly says: “‘ This crime was always said to have been 

perpetrated when the king happened to be in want of 

~ money!” In England the Christian population was assessed 
at £70,000, the few Jews at £60,000.” ‘ Oppressed and 

) spoiled always !” 

4. They were to ‘be objects of scorn and contempt. 
Jeremiah describes them as “tossed to and fro among all 
the kingdoms of the earth, to be an execration and an 
astonishment, and an hissing and a reproach, among all the 
nations whither I have driven them.” (Ch. 29,18.)+ This 
needs no proof. 

5. They were to be restless wanderers. “ And among 
those nations shalt thou find no ease, and there shall be 
no rest for the sole of thy foot; but the Lord shall give 
thee there a trembling heart and failing of eyes, and 
pining of soul.” (Deut. 28, 65). This too needs no 
demonstration. One thinks immediately of the name by 
which they are so universally known “the Wandering 
Jews.” 

6. They were to be punished but not destroyed. 
“Though I make a full end of all the nations whither I 

j have scattered thee, I will not make a full end of thee.” 

- (Jer. 30, 11). One would suppose that any nation exposed 
to but one tithe of all the sufferings of the Jews would 
have been completely annihilated, and any would-be 
prophet merely guessing, would from the very nature of 
the case have concluded by describing their total extinc- 
tion or absorption; but herein lies the force of the true 
prophet, he describes what historians and philosophers 





+ See also Jer. xxiv. 9, and Deut. xxviii. 87. 
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cannot but look upon as a veritable miracle—the fact that 
the Jews have not been absorbed or extinguished. Dean 
Milman sums up in the following telling sentences: 
“ Perpetually plundered, yet always wealthy, massacred 
by thousands, yet springing up again from their undying 
stock, the Jew appears at all times and in all regions; 
their perpetuity, their national immortality, is at once the 
most curious problem of the political inquirer; to the 
religious man a_ subject of profound and awful 


admiration.” 





Cuarrer VII. 


How their Restoration is foretold. 


In the previous chapter we gave some illustrations 
of the history and condition of the Jews in the past and 
present, written in advance. We saw how it was foretold 
that the Land should be wasted and spoiled—the Land 
has been wasted and spoiled; the Jews were to be 
scattered—they are scattered; they were to be hated and 
despised—they were and still are; they were not to become 
extinct or absorbed—they are neither. This must help 
us in the study of Prophecy yet dealing with the future. 
We apply the same principles of interpretation in this as 
we did in the other, and we surely cannot go far wrong. 

What does God’s Word tell us about the coming 
Restoration P 

1. And first of all, is a Restoration foretold? It un- 
doubtedly is. ‘“ He that scattereth Israel will gather 
him, and keep him, as a shepherd doth his flock.” (Jer. 
31, 10). “Lo, the days come, saith the Lord, that I will 
turn again the captivity of my people Israel and Judah, 
saith the Lord; and I will cause them to return to the 
land that I gave to their fathers, and they shall possess 
it.” (Jer. 30, 3). Here a restoration is unmistakably 
foretold. But, it may be asked, do not these and kindred 
prophecies foretell the restoration from Babylon? ‘Many 
of Jeremiah’s predictions undoubtedly do; but a little 
careful study will be enough to show the difference 
between prophecies dealing with the first and the second 
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restoration. When referring to the former, Babylon is 
mentioned, when referring to the latter, those countries 
are mentioned where Jews are now to be found! Again, 
every prophecy of the Babylonian return, mentions Judah 
alone as returning, but when foretelling the latter, Israel 
and Judah are always put together. These are most 
important facts, and again prove that prophecy is not the 
mere hazy, misty dream of the Hebrew poet, but the 
inspired revelation of God. Those who wish to study the 
subject should look up the following passages where 
Babylon is mentioned, and where the prophecies therefore 
referred to the restoration from that country. (Jer. 25, 
12, and 29, 10, and 27, 21-22). Now these have been 
fulfilled when Judah and Benjamin, with a very small 
sprinkling of the other tribes, returned from Babylon. 

But another restoration is foretold differing 
altogether from this one, for it includes a return of the 
Twelve Tribes. (We have seen this in Jer. 30, 3. See 
also Jer. 31, 27 and 33, 7). Nor is Jeremiah the only 
prophet to mention this. Ezekiel refers to a restoration 
of “all the house of Israel” (Ezek. 36, 10). In chapter 
37 he describes by means of a vision the union of Israel 
and Judah in their own land. “I will make them one 
nation in the Land . ... they shall be no more two 
nations.” (v. 22). 

Now these prophecies have not yet been fulfilled. 

2. Then in the coming restoration they are to return 
from countries which are duly described. “ Behold I 
will bring them from the North Country, and gather them 
from the uttermost parts of the earth.” (Jer. 31, 8). 
(See also Jer. 3, 18; 23, 8; and Hzek. 34, 13). These 
passages, while recognising the universal dispersion of the 
Jewish race in all lands (one passage referring to “ all 
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countries,” and another to “all peoples’), yet singles out 
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a particular one called the North Country. This we must 
take, of course, to mean some country North of Palestine. 
A reference to a map immediately shows that Russia is 
due North of Palestine, and therefore must be the North 
Country. _ Now since about one-half of the Jews of the 
world are to be found there, while quite another quarter 
are in the Danubian Provinces, bordering on the Russian 
Empire, while the remaining quarter are scattered in 
every part of the globe, we see how minutely and truly 
these prophecies just describe the distribution of the Jews. 
The North Country is emphasised as containing the bulk 
of the Jewish population, while the ‘ 
the earth” are not omitted. How mysterious the fact 


‘uttermost parts of 


that Prophets who lived nearly 3000 years ago were able 
to tell us with such minuteness the exact distribution. of 
the Jews at the present moment! Surely this is not 
guess-work, it is revelation. 

3. But we are even told the condition of the Jews in 
the North Country at the time of their restoration. ‘‘ Ho, 
ho, flee from the lands of the North.” (Zech. 2,6). They 
are to flee, and this naturally implies danger and persecu- 
tion. They are to come out of that land as Refugees. 
Our newspapers have made us quite familiar with the 
Jewish Refugees hailing from Russia, and fleeing from 
the land of persecution. One million are said to have 
fled already, the rest are only waiting for an opportunity. 

4, Apparently all nations will not be hostile, nor will 
the Jews have to “flee” from all lands. Many 
prophecies tell of kings and princes who, either in com- 


passion or friendliness, will help forward the restoration. 
“Thus saith the Lord, Behold, I will lift up mine hand 
to the nations . . . and they shall bring thy sons in their 
bosoms, and thy daughters shall be carried upon their 
shoulders. And kings shall be thy nursing-fathers, and 
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their queens thy nursing-mothers.” (Is. 49, 22, 28. See 
also Is. 60, 10 and 66, 20). Who are these kings and 
princes? The most sympathetic country is undoubtedly 
England. Will England be God’s Messenger of peace 
and merey? Does Isaiah 18 throw any light on this 





subject, where God appears to invoke the aid of a certain 
nation described as a maritime power (v. 2), having 
control of the rivers of Cush or Africa (Nile, Niger, 
Orange River, Zambezi) to bring a present to the Lord 
on Mount Zion of a nation “scattered and peeled” ? 
(v. 7). This is a mystery. 

Equally mysterious are the means of conveyance 
which will be in existence at the time of their restoration. 
What does Isaiah 66, 20 mean when he says they will 
return on “swift beasts”? And is this.a correct trans- 
lation? The Hebrew word is ‘ Kirkaroth,”’ a mysterious 
word which only occurs in this one passage. If it comes 
from the Hebrew root ‘‘ Kur,” then it has some connection 
with a furnace, for “ Kur”? means furnace. The expres- 
sion is used in Deut. 4, 20, when the Israelites are 
reminded of the “ furnace of affliction ” from which they 
were brought out. Is Isaiah intimating that at the time 
of the restoration one of the means of conveyance would 
require a furnace for its propulsion? It is interesting to 
know that the popular name for the iron horse amongst 
the Arabs in Palestine is ‘a carriage of fire.” 

From these few passages we cannot fail to see a 
promised restoration foretold as minutely as was their 
dispersion, and surely the fulfilment of the one 
guarantees the complete fulfilment of the other. 
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CHaptTer VIII. 
How the condition of the Land is foretold. 





The Restoration of the people having been go 
minutely declared by the Prophets, we naturally expect 
to find the future of the land foretold in terms equally 
' explicit and circumstantial. 

How striking are the predictions referring to the 
downfall of the land. “ Zion shall be ploughed as a field.” 
livery visitor to Jerusalem at the season of the early rains 
may see the Siloam fellaheen literally ploughing Zion. 
“Thy heaven shall be as brass, and the earth as iron.” 
(Deut. 28, 28). “I will bring the land into desolation, 
and your enemies which shall dwell therein shall be 
astonished at it.” (Ley. 26, 33). “I will make the cities 
of Judah waste and without inhabitants.’ (Jer. 9, 11). 
“ As long as it lieth desolate it shall rest.” (Lev. 26, 35). 
Such are the terms by which the prophets have described 
the present condition of the land, and it has for many 
centuries been keeping its long monotonous Sabbath. 
Many cities are now heaps and mounds, while others have 
been so completely wiped out that their position even 
is a matter of conjecture. 

But this sad state of things was not to last for ever. 

1. The land is once more to recover her ancient glory. 
“But ye, O mountains of Israel, ye shall shoot forth your 
branches, and yield your fruit to my people Israel; for 
they are at hand to come... and I will cause you to be 
inhabited after your former estate, and will do better unto 
you than at your beginnings.” (Hzek. 36, 8-12). ‘“ And 


the land that was desolate shall be tilled, whereas it was 
a desolation in the sight of all that passed by. And they 
shall say this land that was desolate is become like the 
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Garden of Eden; and the waste and desolate and ruined 
cities are fenced and inhabited.” (Ibid v. 34, 35). These 
utterances of the Prophet contain an unmistakable ring of 
hope; they are as emphatic in declaring the recovery of 
the land as they were in depicting its destruction. The 
land is once more to regain her former glory. “ Instead 
of the thorn shall come up the fir-tree, and instead of the 
briar shall come up the myrtle-tree.”” (Is. 55,13). “ Fear 
not, O land, be glad and rejoice, for the Lord will do great 
things... The pastures of the wilderness do spring, for 
the tree beareth her fruit, the fig tree and the vine do 
yield her strength .. . and the floors shall be full of wheat, 
and the vats shall overflow with wine and oil... and ye 
shall eat in plenty and be satisfied.” (Joel 2, 21, 22, 24, 
25). ‘Behold the days come, saith the Lord, that the 
ploughman shall overtake the reaper, and the treader of 
grapes him that soweth seed.” (Amos 9, 13). These are 
but some of the descriptions of the awakening of the land 
to its former glory. There is a tendency on the part of 
Bible students to take all these passages in a symbolical 
sense only. But surely that is an altogether false prin- 
ciple of interpretation and very confusing, for if these 
promised blessings are symbolical, then surely the 
prophecies relating to destruction and punishment should 
be symbolical only. But we have seen how literally they 
have been fulfilled, hence we are bound to apply the same 
literal meaning to the prophecies just quoted. 

2. Copious supplies of water will once again revive 
the drooping land. The failing of these supplies was one 
of God’s punishments, and it was vividly portrayed as 
being a “heaven of brass, and an earth of iron.’ (Deut. 
28, 23). Palestine, perhaps more than most countries, 
depends entirely on her supply of rain, and furthermore 
on a proper distribution of it over certain months of the 
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year. We need copious showers in October and November 
to saturate the soil, which, owing to the hot and rainless 
summers, has literally become hard like iron. This first 
rain is called “the early rain.’ We also need copious 
showers in March and April to mature the crops. These 
are the last or “ latter rains.” After April the wet season 
is practically over, and we experience five or six months 
of interrupted hot, dry weather, without any rain. 
Therefore the early rains of October and November, and 
the latter rains of March and April are of the most vital 
importance. 

But if the rains could only come earlier and stop 
later, the fertility and wealth of the land would be 
intensified an hundred-fold. Now this has been promised. 
In Joel 2, 23, we read, “ He giveth you the former rain in 
just measure, and he causeth to come down for you the 
rain, the former rain and the latter rain.’ The expression 


3 


“1 Just measure” means, of course, in proper quantities 
and a proper distribution. It is also of the greatest 
interest to know that there has been a gradual and per- 
ceptible increase in the rainfall of Palestine. It is well 
to note what this means, and what it is that has taken 
place. Sensational rumours have been in circulation of 
a “return of the latter rains,” giving one an altogether 
false impression implying that the latter rains had 
altogether ceased and were now coming again. But this 
is not quite correct. The “latter rains” had not ceased, 
but the rainfall during March and April is increasing in 


volume, while we often enjoy copious showers now even 
in May, and that, greatly to the benefit of the land. 

3. The Prophets further foretold that Jerusalem 
would be very greatly enlarged, and even declared in 
which direction this extension of the city was to be 
directed. In Jer. 31, 88, &c., he foretold “that the city 
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shall be built to the Lord from the Tower of Hananeel unto 
the gate of the corner, and the measuring line shall yet go 
out straight onward unto the hill Gareb, and shall turn 
about (or compass) unto Goath.” 

Now the Tower of Hananeel and the gate of the corner 
were at the north end of the city, and most explorers have 
identified Gareb and Goath with the hills starting just 
north-west of the City of Jerusalem, and extending some 
two or three miles in that direction. Here then we have 
a definite statement made by the Prophet of an extension 
of the city towards the north and north-west. In our 
Lord’s day, the city extended further south, and included 
within its boundary the southern end of Mount Zion, and 
the hill Ophel as far as ‘Siloam, and the Palestine explorers 
have only recently traced the entire length of the southern 
wall. 

There is also no trace of any extension of the city in 
olden times in the direction indicated by Jeremiah. He 


is, therefore, foretelling something quite exceptional. 


Indeed, up to within the last few years, Gareb and Goath, 
and the district north of Jerusalem, was covered with corn- 
fields, olive groves and vineyards, with just two or three 
country houses, whereas now, the whole of that district 
has become a new city, with numberless houses, streets, 
shops, schools, and covers far more ground than the city 
within its ancient walls. 

This new state of things—a Jerusalem without the 
walls and gates—is referred to ‘by other Prophets. ‘“ Thy 
gates shall be open continually ; they shall not be shut day 
nor night.” (Is. 60, 11). This, and so many similar 
passages, have been given a purely symbolical meaning, 
but upon what authority? We prefer to apply the same 


principles of interpretation which history forces us to 
apply to so many prophecies which have been fulfilled. 
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‘ When the author was a boy living in Jerusalem, the gates 
were always closed at sunset, and not opened again till 
sunrise; now the gates are never closed. 

Zechariah, referring to the same thing, mentions an 
even greater and more startling innovation. He says: 
“ Jerusalem shall be inhabited as towns without walls, for 
the multitude of men and cattle therein.” (Zech. 2, 4.) 
Now, Jerusalem has always been, from its very earliest 
history, a city with walls and gates. The Prophet there- 
fore refers here to something which would render useless 
the ancient landmarks of walls and gates. And this, too, 
has ‘been fulfilled within the last few years. When the 
German Emperor paid his recent visit to Jerusalem, the 
Sultan ordered a new and wide carriage-road to be made 
right into the old city. In order to make this, a piece of 
the old wall had to be pulled down, and an old moat—as 
old as Bible times—was filled up with earth. When the 
German Emperor entered ‘the city in state, the great 
historic event consisted not in a royal state entry itself, 
but in the fact that here was a monarch, for the first time 
in the world’s history, entering the City of Jerusalem; 
without passing through one of its city gates. This state 
visit heralded to the world the fulfilment of the old 
Prophet’s words ‘that Jerusalem should be inhabited as a 
city without walls, or, as it might be translated, as open 
country. 

Close to this new road is the Jerusalem cab stand! 

4. The extent, too, of the land will be sufficient for 
any increase in the Jewish population. This should be 
carefully noted. Those who object to a Restoration are 
never tired of saying that the land is too small for the 
people. But this objection is based upon ignorance as to the 
real extent of the Promised Land. We are too much 
in the habit of identifying the Land of Israel with what 
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we popularly call the Holy Land, with its boundaries 
“from Dan to Beersheba.” But this is not correct. The 
Promised Land extends from the Euphrates to Egypt. 
What say the Jewish Title-deeds? “In that day God 
made a covenant with Abram, saying, Unto thy seed will 
I give this land from the river of Egypt unto the great 
river, the river Euphrates.” (Gen. 15, 18). This tract 
of land forms a rough triangle containing about 200,000 
square miles, about three-and-a-half times the size of 
England and Wales, or about equal to France. Now as 
France supports a population of about 40,000,000, there 
is no reason to suppose that “Greater Palestine” will 
not be able to support as many. The accompanying map 
and diagram will best explain the extent of the Promised 
Land when compared with the Holy Land only. Let God 
send His promised rain “in proper quantities,’ let the 
Tartar ruler loosen his grip, let the sons of Israel return, 
and the “ desert shall blossom as the rose,” the mountains 
of Israel shall ‘“‘ shoot forth your branches, and yield your 
fruit to my people Israel.” (Ezek. 36, 8). The land, so 
intensely fertile, will be able to support not only all the 
Jews, but millions of others who will be attracted to it 
on account of its unbounded prosperity. The land east 
of the Jordan is not, as one would suppose by glancing at 
a map, desert land, it is only deserted, waiting for the 
industrious farmer to come and till the soil, for the intel- 
ligent man of enterprise and commerce, to distribute the 
products of “that good land” to the very ends of the 
earth. 

When Jewish hands and Jewish brains are at work, 


and the land feels once more the embrace of her long lost 
sons, then “ the desert and the solitary place shall be glad, 
and the desert shall rejoice and blossom as the rose.” 
(Is. 35, 1). 
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Cuaprer IX. 


Israel’s Mission to the World. 





Has Israel a Mission ?—Israel’s final Destiny.—Jewish qualifications 





for Missionary Work.—Their influence for good.—Will the Jews have 
a King? 
Why is Israel being so miraculously preserved from 


absorption or extinction? Surely it is no freak of 
Providence? There must be purpose and design in all 
God’s doings. When we turn ‘to the Bible, the reason is 
soon found. Israel has yet to accomplish a great mission 
of good to the world at large. ‘‘ Israel shall blossom and 
bud, and fill the face of the whole earth with fruit.” 
(Is. 27, 6.) What these ‘blossoms and fruit” are 
which Israel is to dispense to the world cannot be 
mistaken. They are the great message of the Christ. And 
the whole world is not yet “filled with fruit”; on the 
contrary, quite two-thirds of the human race are still 
without any “fruit” at all, while even in Christian lands 
there is a great deal of utter darkness. To all these 
nations and peoples, Israel is destined to be a messenger of 
peace. This is referred to over and over again in the 
Scriptures. God’s charter to Abraham contained as its 
leading and central truth the promise: “ Thow shalt be a 
blessing” (Gen. 12, 2). And this thought the Prophets 
loved to dwell upon. They speak of “Jacob being in the 
midst of many people as a dew from the Lord” (Micah 5, 
7). “I will make you a name and a praise among all 
people of the earth” (Zeph. 3, 20). “I will make thee, 
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and the places round about my hill, a blessing ” (Hizek. 34. 
26). (See also Micah 4, 2, Is. 43, 10, 21, and 49, 3, Rom. 
xi. 15.) 

Now Jews are eminently qualified in so many ways to 
be the messengers of this spiritual mission. They are a 
Nation of Wanderers, hardened in the lon g school of 
persecution to be quite indifferent to suffering, callous of all 
hardship; then they have a strong, healthy constitution, 
which, alas, in dark, ignorant days, often landed them in 
serious difficulties; they are also very musical, and have 
a rare gift of foreign languages. Given the outpouring of 
the Holy Spirit and conversion to Christ, the world will at 
once possess an army of missionaries, who, like their great 
prototype, St. Paul, will spread the truth of the Gospel far 
and wide. Jerusalem will then be the centre of spiritual 
life, and from its midst will radiate into the most distant 
corners of the earth true religion, peace, prosperity, and 
the highest type of civilisation. No wonder that Prophets 
speak of the world sending representatives to Jerusalem to 
learn and to copy: “ Many people shall go and say, Come, 
and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house 
of the Lord in Jacob, and he will teach us of his ways, and 
we will walk in his paths, for out of Zion shall go forth 
the law, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem” 
(Is. 2, 3). What can be stronger or more emphatic than 
Zechariah’s declaration: “ Many people and strong nations 
shall come to seek the Lord of Hosts at J erusalem, and to 
pray before the Lord ....Ten men shall take hold out of 
all languages of the nations, even shall take hold of the 
skirt of him that is a Jew, saying We will go with you; 
for we have heard that God is with you” (Zech. 8, 23, 24). 

But if Jerusalem and the Jews are to ‘be so supremely 
blessed, whence will they obtain their inspiration and 
guidance? From one source only. A King will be 
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reigning over the Jews in Jerusalem, the great Son of 
David, who will in the meantime have returned to this 
earth. He, the once rejected Messiah, will be acknow- 
ledged and acclaimed by all His people. “They shall 
look upon me whom they have pierced, and shall 
mourn,” (Zech. xii. 10). This is 3 subject upon which 
many Christians appear to be in great doubt and darkness; 
and yet I cannot conceive how any one, accepting the fact 
of a literal First Coming of our Lord, should at all dowbt 
an equally literal Second Coming. The message of the 
Second Coming was the very first one given after the 
Ascension, “ This same Jesus shall so come in like manner as 
ye have seen him go up” (Actsi.,11). Such a text cannot 
be explained away by any system of symbolised interpre- 
tation. Christ’s ascent was very real—they had seen Him, 
bodily, ascend to heaven; He shall return in the same 
way. “Every eye shall see him, and they also which 
pierced him” (Rev. 1, 7). This is also confirmed by the 
Old Testament Prophets, who so minutely predict our 
Lord’s First Coming. Zechariah, who speaks of a Saviour 
“pierced,” a Shepherd “smitten” (chap. 13, 6), “meek 
and lowly, riding upon an ass” (ch. 9, 9), also tells of 
another coming : “Lo I come, I will dwell in the midst 
of thee, saith the Lord” (ch. 2, 10); ‘ His feet shall stand 
in that day wpon the Mount of Olives (ch. 14, 4); all | 
nations shall come up year by year “to worship the King, 
the Lord of Hosts” at Jerusalem (ch. 14, 17). Other 
Prophets constantly speak of a “ David,” who is to reign 
in righteousness, and usher in peace and the millenium. 
Who is this David? It surely is his great Son. The 
reader is recommended to study Is. xi., where the reign of 
King David is connected with a restoration of the Jews, 
and a reign of universal peace, while the restoration is 


called a second one (in v. 11). 
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Difficulties in understanding this reign there certainly 
are, ‘but were there not even greater ones which must have 
met the Jew when he thought of the first coming? To the 
devout Jew, who lived in Old Testament times, without 
any New Testament light to guide him, there must have 
been many questions intensely puzzling and bewildering. 
How could a Messiah be born in Bethlehem, and yet be 
from everlasting to everlasting ? How could He be divine, 
and yet die? How could he be at the same time Priest 
and Sacrifice? How could He be human and divine? 
To the Christian to-day, with the clearer light he possesses, 
the Second Coming of our Lord presents few difficulties 
as compared with those of the Jews. 

How natural and just, that the very One who came to 
suffer and die should also come to reign; that the inscrip- 
tion put upon the cross in mock derision should be realised 
—the very nation which rejected Him, and from whom He 
came, should at last own His sway, and that, too, at their 
very next restoration ? 

Every time Israel travelled in exile and banishment 
she brought forth blessing to the world. Out of the hard 
school of Egypt came Lawgiver and Psalmist, Prophet and 
Seer; after the banishment in Babylon, came a Saviour 
meek and lowly; out of the longest and dreariest exile of 
all, will come a triumphant King, whose kingdom shall be 
an everlasting one, Whom ‘all peoples, nations and 


languages shall serve, a dominion which shall not pass 
away” (Dan. 7, 14). 
























